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Gifts you can bank on

TERRY SAVAGE

savage@suntimes.com

hat do you get for
‘ )‘ 2 someone who has
“everything” this

holiday season? Here are a
few ideas for financial gifts
that are sure to make people
smile,

Framed stock certificate

How about a framed stock
certificate that is not just a
replica. The certificate is real,
and brings with it ownership in
any of the hundreds of compa-
nies from which you can
choose.

That's the idea for www.One
Share.com, also reached toll-
free at (888) 777-6919. To date,
it has provided stock certifi-
cates for more than 360,000
customers all over the world.

Owning a share of stock —a
real paper certificate that is
framed and ready to hang on
the wall — is a fascinating gift
for anyone from a teenager to
grandpa. If you can’t figure out
which stock to buy — and this
is definitely not “investment
advice” — they'll suggest ap-
propriate gifts for her (Star-
bucks or Martha Stewart), for
him (Harley, Honda, Sam
Adams) and for teens (Nin-
tendo, Gap).

Not only do you get to choose
your stock, you can also choose
a frame and surrounding mat-
ting, as well as a phrase to en-
grave on a little brass plate on
the matting to remind the re-
cipient that this gift is from
Mom and Dad, or just add an
ingpirational quote. Plus, the
recipient gets a “start-up kit”
and owner’s manual.

While this gift is exciting, it’s
definitely not a bargain. Not
only do you pay for the framing,
but you also pay a $39 “transfer
fee” to assure that you actually
do own a share of the com-
pany’s stock on their share-
holder register. (This one must
give nightmares to stock trans-
fer agents.)

The company has a unique H-

SEC.
Bach pur-
chase must equal
at least twice the
current price of
the share of stock.
As long as the stock

price is well below the $39
transfer fee, that requirement
is met. In cases of more expen-
sive stocks, the cost of the
framing typically brings the
price up to the requirement.
But for Google, trading above

%500, the frame is covered w1th :

real gold leaf.
Choose your stock from the
Web site, www.oneshare.com,

but don't delay if you want to

order for Christmas delivery.

Responsible credit
for teens

This is one of my all-time fa-

vorite holiday gifts for teens: a
reloadable debit card that al-
lows both student and parent
to check out purchases and
withdrawals online in real time.
1t’s great for high school kids or
college students because it al-
lows parents to add money at

any time. A weekly or monthly

allowance can be transferred
onto the card, or an extra
transfer at any time to pay for
an emergency expense or sud-
den trip home from school.
The card is offered from a
half dozen banks and credit
unions, which youw'll find listed
at the site. Even if you don't
have an account with that

“bank, you can transfer money

into the VisaBuxx card by us-
ing your own debit or credit
card, or the checking account
you have with your own finan-
cial institution.

The card can be used for

are accepted, as
well as to make cash with-
drawals. But the limit is based
on the amount of money the

The transiucent plastic pigs

“purchases Wherever Visa eards™ ~ come’in fout eolors, S6éach %

child ean have his own —
- and watch the coins
= pzle up. And there
A is even an opaque
“platinum” pig —
the modern equiv-
alent of the tradi-
tional baby gift
of a silver piggy
bank. The cost of
each is $16.99,
and they can be
ordered online at
www.
" msgen.com. For an
" additional $2.75,
you can add the col-
oring “workbook.” If
" it's a gift, they’ll enclose
a gift card.

The best book:

‘Atlas Shrugged’

Did you read this amazing
book by Ayn Rand when you

were in college? It's time for a
re-read — and you Il find it

‘even more amazing now viewed

parent has “loaded” onto the through the lens of current
-card. And if they “run out” of events. You'll join the nearly
money, and that allowance 400,000 people who have or-
doesn’t arrive till the first of the  dered Atlas Shrugged in just
- month, they can’t spend the last year — an under-
It’s a per- . ground cur-
fect and prac- rent that is
tical way to electrifying,
teach budget- just asit did
ing, since it AYN R AN n when first
comes with a - published
“spending e e e T more than 50
register” so ATI- AS years ago. Or-
they can write der online or
down all with- find it in book-
drawals and stores. For
keep track of ’ more informa-
purchases. Or : tion go to
~ they can eas- www.Ayn
_ ily cheek their Rand.org.
~ balance online The book-
— as can their ~ stores are
parents who filled with fi-
want to find nancial books
out “where all (including
the money mine — The
went.” New Savage
Apply on- Number: How
line at Much Money
www.VisaBuxx.com. Do You Really Need to Retire —
order an autographed copy on-
' pi line at www.TerrySavage.com).
MOI‘I&Y savvy PIBEY balik But there isn't a better or more
Here's another all-time fa- important book you can read
vorite: a piggy bank that not only  this year than Atlas Shrugged.
teaches younger kidsthe value  And that’s the Savage Truth.
of saving, but teaches them Comment ot suntimes.com.
about creating money priorities.
This plastic piggy bank is di- BRAD
vided into four chambers: Save, -
Spend, Donate, and Invest. SPIRRISON
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